
 

 

Chapter Meeting 

Saturday, June 1 – 10:00am - noon 

Terradyne Country Club 

 

AGENDA 

Call to Order – Link Terri Rice, President (2 min) 

 

Linkspiration & Prayer – Link Kenya Cox (3 mins) 

 

Links Pledge & Song (3 mins) 

 

Roll Call & Approval of Minutes and Agenda – Link Shawne Boyd, Recording Secretary (5 mins) 

 

Correspondence – Link Donna Douglas, Corresponding Secretary (5 mins) 

 

President’s Report – Link Terri Rice, President (7 mins) 

 

Vice-President’s – Membership Report – Link Verner, Vice President (10 mins) 

 

Financial Report – Link Shanna Bell Ahmad, Financial Secretary and 

Link Nelsonna Barnes, Treasurer (10 mins total) 

 

Amenities - Link Joi Lee, Chair (5 mins) 

 

Organizational Effectiveness - Link Cokie Diggs, Chair (15 mins) 

 

11:05am 

 

Committee - Chapter Programming - Facet Reports (45 mins total – 5 mins ea.) 

Link Rrachelle Breckenridge, Parliamentarian, Constitution & Bylaws Chair 

Link Jennifer Jones, Chair Ethics and Standards 

Link Crystal Turner, Chair Technology  

Link Sharon Cranford, Chair Arts 

Link Joi Lee, Chair Health & Human Services   

Link Joy Barnes Chair ITS 

Link Teketa Harding, Chair NTS 

Link Carla Breckenridge, Chair STY  

Link Delia Shropshire, Chair Beautillion Scholars/AAMEI  

 

New Business / Announcements (5 mins) 

 

Facet Finish Line – Link Terri (5 mins)  

 

Closing – Meeting Adjourned 

 

Links Recipe for Friendship  

Blend lively conversation, head back laughter, work and fun together.    

Slowly add trust and acceptance and mix well.  

Stirring gently, soften with teardrops, tender heartedness.  

Sweeten with empathy and understanding.  

Sprinkle generously with your favorite memories, prayers and well wishes.  

Decorate with hugs, high 5s, fist bumps and smiles and ENJOY!  
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    Wichita Chapter of The Links, Incorporated 

       Chapter Meeting – Thursday, March 20, 2019 

     Holy Savior Catholic Academy – 4640 E. 15th  

Street Wichita, KS 67214 

 

 

Call to Order: Meeting called to order by President Terri Rice at 6.02pm.  Inspiration and 

prayer provided by Link Delia Shropshire.   

 

Roll call, Approval of Agenda and Minutes:  Conducted by Link Verna Cartledge, Vice 

President. 

 

Chapter Reports:  

• Presidents Report - Link Terri Rice, Chapter President yield her time to Link Cokie 

Diggs, Organizational Effectiveness Chair 

• Correspondence – Link Donna D shared incoming correspondence as a result, 

receipt of two sponsorship requests from “Witnessing in the Heartland, Inc and 

Wichita Festival Inc” action item were postponed until the April Meeting. 

• Financial Report:   

o Link Shanna Ahmad, Financial Secretary 

o Link Nelsonna Barnes, Treasurer – Financial reports were given and 

approved for file. 

• Amenities:  Link Joi Lee 

• Beautillion Scholars:  Link Delia Shropshire (?) 

• Organizational Effectiveness (OE): Link Cokie Diggs, Chair 

Link Cokie focused on the theme “The Other Kind of Smarts” which members were 

reminded of OE’s definition followed by the introduction and definition of Emotional 

Intelligence (EI) and how it’s being applied in Links, Inc. 

 

Announcements: There were no announcements captured. 

 

Meeting was adjourned by President Terri Rice at approximately 7:03pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by 

Link Donna M Douglas 

Correspondence Secretary 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Wichita (KS) Chapter of The Links, Inc. 

2018 / 2019 Officer and Facet/Committee Annual Reports 

 

President 

Link Terri Rice 

 

Based on a two-fold goal of: 1) provide ongoing, up-to-date communication to all chapter members 

(active, alumna and LOA) and 2) strengthening, stimulating and supporting our chapter to continue to 

build upon the foundation of our organization “Linked in Friendship, Connected in Service”, the following 

deliverables were accomplished: 

- Planned and executed the Chapter Retreat, which included a robust overview session from all 

officers (elected/appointed), facet, committee ad program chairs; providing the platform to share 

their vision and plans for the chapter year.  Immediately following, hosted the “Royal Affair”, 

promoting the opportunity for fun, food and sisterly fellowship – capturing the moments with 

professional photography.  Treated every Sister Link (active, alumna and LOA) with a 

personalized black Links “bling” t-shirt, green Wichita Chapter Links community service t-shirt, 

white corsage for future wear and The Links, Inc. cup – all in the name of sisterhood and 

friendship. Nearly 95% active member attendance. 

- Initiated the roll-out and launch of the chapter’s Organizational Effectiveness committee, selecting 

a seasoned, past National and Regional committee chair/member, past two-term chapter 

President and chair of various other committees, to chair.  Realizing the importance in this 

committee in fostering chapter organizational effectiveness and cultivating sisterhood/friendship, 

carved a space on each chapter meeting agenda for an OE presentation – new OE highlight each 

month based on chapter needs.  Bravo to OE Chair and committee members for taking on this 

mission and executing flawlessly. 

- In addition to teleconference meetings, hosted 3 in-person EB meetings including comp food for 

all – laughter, updates and idea sharing from all officers and committee/facet chairs. 

- Launched “Love on Your Link Sister” breakfast friendship opportunity 30 minutes prior to each 

chapter meeting, with the sole objective of getting to know each other a little better and building 

sisterly relationships.   

- Highlighted one facet or program on each chapter meeting agenda to provide an in-depth update, 

as well as, create and lead a friendship activity, along with their facet/program presentation.  

Each facet/program creatively thought of unique activities, that complimented their facet/program.  

These friendship activities were aside from membership activities – thus, making 

friendship/sisterhood within the chapter much stronger.  All facet/committee members 

participated.  Awesome job facets and program team! 

- Provided Monday’s Minutes w/Link Terri, 36 out 36 Monday’s during the Sept 2018 thru June 

2019 chapter year period – highlighting area, national and chapter updates, while celebrating Link 

sisters/family milestones (personal and professional) and sharing words of comfort and words of 

inspiration. To be uploaded to the chapter website for future reference. 

- Produced and mailed printed chapter handbook journals to all chapter members (active, alumna 

and LOA), upon completion and approved updated bylaws.   

- Personally, mailed holiday cards to Alumna members, reminding them how much they are 

appreciated and thinking of you!  

- Motivating and encouraging community service and friendship, by rolling out and rewarding facet 

member winners of the “Facet Face Off” and “Facet Finish Line”. 

- Implemented monthly officer/committee/facet chair reports for chapter review and availability on 

the chapter website.  Concluding with annual reports. 

  



 

Vice President 
Link Verner Cartledge 

 
Highlights: 

• Implemented from National the 48 Hour Guide to Service Hours and Hours at a Glance. 

• Membership Committee instituted the "LCB" Link Contact Buddy. Each sister Link is assigned a 

membership committee sister Link to increase friendship relationships throughout the year.  

• Friendship Activities were planned for the 8 months of the 2018-2019 fiscal year - this was done 

during chapter meetings or outside activities.  

• There was continual communication between the past and current sister Links who are on Leave of 

Absence.  

• All membership responsibilities have been fulfilled.  

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Link Donna Douglas 

 

Overview: 

• Made trips every Wednesday and Saturday; along with trips that fell outside the regular mail service 
visits.  

• Made sure all incoming correspondence was properly sorted and delivered incoming checks to Link 
Shanna in a timely manner. 

• Kept a recording of all incoming mail. 

• Reported activities of the organization to membership – at both EBoard and Chapter meetings. 

Recording Secretary 
Link DeShawne Boyd 

 
Supported the chapter in transitioning to electronic record keeping on a national and local level, ensuring 
that change requests were electronically updated on both levels.  Chapter records were also submitted 
for electronic upload to the secure-online access site website for chapter members which eliminated the 
need to distribute paper copies of previous minutes. 
 

Financial Secretary 

Link Shanna Bell Ahmad 

 

Ongoing monthly financial process of receiving and recording all monies of the restricted and unrestricted 

accounts for all Chapter and AAMEI activities. Regularly working alongside the President and Treasurer 

to ensure voucher submission process is executed and properly accounted for, while maintaining an 

itemized account of all monies received in preparation for the monthly chapter meetings. 

Treasurer 

Link Nelsonna Barnes 

 

As Treasurer, I am the custodian of the chapter’s financial deposits and debits. The Financial Secretary 
worked closely with me regarding timely deposits. Writing checks requires vouchers and receipts to be 
submitted. Link Terri and I set up a system where she approves the payment of a bill via email. This 
practice helps our chapter “go-green” as the Link requesting payment, the President and I all have a copy 
of the transaction filed electronically.  
 
The one thing I would like to share accomplished by the Treasurer’s position this year is the adherence to 
national guidelines and “going green.” Our national guidelines for chapter financial officers indicate that 
financial information if shared electronically, should be password protected. This year the monthly 
financial reports were sent to Link Crystal and placed on the chapter website under “members only.” This 
practice allowed each member to view our monthly records and eliminate a -page paper report passed 
out to each member.  



 

Constitution and Bylaws Committee 

Link Rrachelle Breckenridge, Parliamentarian and Committee Chair 
 
As the Chair of the Constitution and Bylaws Committee ("the Committee") I am extremely proud of the 
work that the Committee undertook when we diligently complied with National's direction to complete a 
revision to the Wichita Bylaws ("the Bylaws") with an extremely short deadline.  The Committee was 
proud of the finished product and are hopeful that the Bylaws will not be in need of a review/refresh 
anytime in the near future. 
 
As the Parliamentarian I am proud of the collaboration that the President and I have engaged in prior to 
and during Chapter meetings so that the meetings are run in a professional and efficient manner. 
 

AAMEI/Beautillion Programming 

Link Delia Shropshire, Chair 
 

Link Delia Shropshire, Chair; Links Joymesia Lee and Cassie Overton, Co-Chairs; Doris Lee and Facet 
liaisons. The AAMEI/Beautillion Committee was responsible for spearheading or sponsoring the following 
events and activities: 

• AAMEI Recruitment 

• AAMEI community partnerships 

• Venue solicitation, contract and insurance 

• Beautillion calendar and rehearsals 

• Beau scholar events  

• Beautillion Informational meeting 

• Youth and Rising Scholar Informational meeting 

• Y&R/Ubuntu Village School partnership 

• Y&R instruction, rehearsals, and events 

• Beautillion Orientation and Brunch 

• Beautillion XLIV 

Link Delia Shropshire, in line with national initiative to build collaborative efforts to support 
transformational programming, created partnerships with Real Men Real Heroes and Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. to support African American males in our community.  AAMEI/Beautillion Dream Team II 

 
The Arts Facet 

Link Sharon Cranford, Chair 
 

Link Sharon Hill Cranford, Chairman, Links Prisca Barnes, Latricia Brown, Donna Douglas, Sheila 
Kinnard, Joymesia Lee, Donna Wright, Jo Brown and Maggie Johnson, members. The Arts Facet was 
responsible for spearheading or sponsoring the following events and activities: 

• 50th Anniversary celebrations, included the Library Collection of 50 years of Wichita Links’ artifacts 
and memorabilia  

• 50th Anniversary Public Program and Brunch at the Wichita downtown Library 

• 50th Anniversary Luncheon and Program 

• The Beautillion Presentation and Awards Night 

• National Initiatives: 
o Contributions to Women In the Arts 
o Participation in the Storytime Village presentation and songwriting debut concerning the 

Dockum Sit-in at the Wichita Public Library. This event, sponsored by Link Prisca Barnes was 
aired on KPTS and featured Links Cranford, Kinnard, Johnson Turner and Shropshire. It also 
highlighted the Wichita Links’ work with the Holy Savior Academy. 

o Black Arts on Parade 
o Support of the ARISE 30th Anniversary Workshop and Concert 

 
 
 
 



 

Health & Human Services (HHS) Facet 
Link Joi Lee, Chair 

Initiated chapter “Bosom Buddy” project, encouraging Sister Links to reach out and remind each other to 

do their monthly checks -- promoting breast cancer awareness, as well as, friendship sisterhood initiative.  

Facet was the brainchild behind the colorful picture areas in the chapter meeting room.  Created a video 

capturing all the pictures taken; uploading it to the chapter website.  Actively supported the National 

Kidney Foundation and Annual Gala; along with the Wichita Kidney Walk, serving snacks to volunteers and 

promoting the Wichita Chapter Links, with a branded tent – educating a segment of the city whom weren’t 

aware of our organization.  Based on the support efforts, the organization offered a Board position to HHS 

Chair, allowing further exposure for our brand to a broader audience.  First ever appointment.  Currently 

working on next year’s activities.  Facet members, along with Heir-o-Links volunteered time and service 

to Interfaith Ministries during the holiday season by serving and spreading good cheer.  Collaborated with 

Midwest Transplant Network (MTN) and community partners to participate in Organ Donor Educational 

Awareness Seminar to support National Donate Life Month, educated Beaux during College Corner, 

providing heart healthy snacks at event, along with Links and Heir-o-Links serving on program panel and 

presenting at local black churches, to raise awareness.  Provided souvenir bags for Beaux during their WSU 

Dental Clinic visit.  Assisted with free blood pressure checks to chapter members in support of American 

Heart Association.    

 
International Trends and Services (ITS) Facet 

Link Joy Barnes, Chair 

• Partner with USD 259 Student Refugee support services with 75 hygiene kits/seasonal wraps 

(gloves, hats, etc.), coats, and clothing donations to their Family Donation Closet (free for 

students/families).  

• Partner with USD 259 Student Refugee support services as volunteers during their annual Family 

Night at Wichita Exploration Place by serving food and as greeters. 

• Try to establish a chapter integrated facet service project with hygiene donations for Project Ghana. 

ITS goal is to donate 200 hygiene kits to village in Ghana. ITS will be lead facet and propose 

integrated facet project by asking other facets to donate towards hygiene kits to pack and send to 

village in Ghana. ITS will also secure local donations and ask other community organizations to 

partner. Contact NPHC for support/donations. 2019 Links Inter-facet Service Project (Goal: 200 care 

packages for Ghana, Africa) ITS: Feminine Hygiene Items; NTS: Deodorant; ARTS: Shampoo & 

Conditioner/Haircare; STY: Soap; HHS: Toothbrush/Toothpaste/Floss. 

• ITS Facet Members conducted Random Acts of Kindness for Link Sisters with a grid of different 

thoughts of kindness to extend to link members.  

• Sewing Little Dresses for Africa and Haiti from recycle pillowcases. Goal is to make and sew 50 little 

dresses for Africa and Haiti. ITS Facet members have sewn and completed 10 dresses.  

• ITS Facet will support Central Area ITS Facet with partial payment for a dry toilet for the National 

Links ITS Initiative: Toilets For Haiti presented at the Central Area Conference.  

• Hosted International Women’s Day Friendship dinner at French restaurant, George’s Bistro, to 

celebrate International Women’s Day and friendship in service.  

• Hosted Friendship activity at the annual Marketplace to benefit Project Ghana. Sister Links enjoyed a 

night of fellowship—partying with a purpose.  

• Hosted November Chapter Meeting with the “Links Thankful Wall” where Links were able to share 

why they were thankful for their Links Sisters and Wichita Chapter of Links. 

• Hosted Beautillion AAMEI Rites of Passage Ceremony/Scholarship luncheon and coordinated 

Beautillion Photography for Souvenir Journal and chapter archive purposes. 

2018-2019 ITS Facet accomplished a partnership with USD 259 to support student refugees with hygiene 

kits, seasonal wraps, coats, and clothing donations. The facet will continue partnership for school 

enrollment with school uniforms, school supplies, and more hygiene kits needed for students to succeed 

in new school year. The facet was able to work on new service projects in addition to Project Ghana and 

AAMEI programming responsibilities.  



 

National Trends and Service (NTS) Facet 
Link Teketa Harding, Chair 

 
Members:  Link Teketa Harding, Chair, Link Crystal Turner Co-Chair, Links Shanna Bell-Ahmad, 
Nelsonna Barnes, Doris Lee, Alisia Payne, Angela Scott, Atha Briley, Kim Batiste-Bufford, Willia 
Crawford, Mary Johnson. 
 
The VISION of the National Trends and Services facet is to eliminate disparities by reducing barriers to 
services through advocacy, education and service.   
 
National Initiatives: 
Trash Talking Anti-Bullying 
Partnering with USD259 to create Anti-Bullying Ad campaign whereby students will tell their stories about 
bullying in the school systems.  
Partnered with the Services to Youth Facet to present at Leadership U.  NTS sponsored the workshop on 
Cyber Bullying and Social Media.  Presenter Joseph Shepard very informative and engaging. 
 
Human Trafficking 
Partnering with Wichita State University Center for Combating Human Trafficking. NTS will work within 
the program focusing on prevention and intervention for youth who are either at risk or have already been 
exposed to human trafficking. 
 
NTS provided “You Matter” bags to young girls at the Children’s Home who were in the Human Trafficking 
program there.  Bags were to remind the young ladies in spite of their past situations, they still matter.  
 
 
All NTS facet members were engaged in the following activities this last chapter year. 

� December 9, 2018 - Beau Scholar Service Project.  Beau Scholars along with NTS members 
packaged and provided gifts to the residents at the Northeast Senior Citizen Home.   

� January 24, 2019 – Beau/Mentor Mixer – Beau Scholars and Mentors came together for food, 
fellowship and fun.  They bowled with their mentor and was able to connect on another level. 

� March 23, 2019 - Facet members in charge of Mentors and Logistics on night of Beautillion. 
� Links Inter-facet service project with ITS   - NTS members provided deodorant.  

 
Facet Finish Line: 
NTS members sent special greeting cards to all sister links on roster to shower them with love.  NTS 
members will continue each month to send cards. 
 

Services to Youth (STY) Facet 

Link Carla Breckenridge, Chair 

 

� Successfully planned and conducted the 7th Annual African American High School Leadership 

Conference.  Over 200 community-wide youth registered for the all-day event and nearly 150 

students and parents attended.  This year launched the first ever resource book, loaded with 

important and impactful information, which can be used long after the conference is 

over.  Connections were made, networking opportunities made available, new major sponsors 

(Microsoft) and Sister Links came out in green to support.  One of the students attending the 

Leadership Conference, who writes for her school’s newspaper, reached out for permission to 

include the Leadership Conference in her article.  STY also launched the lunch-time Bossgirls 5th 

Grade Empowerment Group at Buckner Performing Arts & Elementary with a final lesson and 

celebration with a Becoming a Lady Manners and Etiquette Class with Mrs. Natalie Toney.   Sister 

Links were invited to attend.  Previous Bossgirls session featured guest speaker Hailey Colborn (Miss 

Teen USA), garnering a highlight in the school district’s newsletter.  Meetings were held twice 

monthly at Buckner during the lunch/recess period.  STY supported Bossgirls through our Services to 

Youth Facet program, Project L.E.A.D. -- Links Educate, Accommodate and Develop with High 

Expectations.  The program goals included:  promote health and wellness with youth, families and 

communities, involve and empower youth to become leaders in violence prevention, developing 

effective mentoring relationships between children and positive adult role models and prepare and 



 

promote college readiness.  Working on completing a grant application to fund future projects and 

determining how we will partner with Wichita Public Schools with two programs Early College 

Academy and BAASE (Better Academics and Social Excellence), a distinguished club for male middle 

school students and The Greater Wichita Junior Football League Summer Program. 

 

Ethics and Standards Committee 

Link Jennifer Jones, Chair 

The Ethics and Standards committee completed a “mini-workshop” for the members of the chapter during 

the November chapter meeting.  The committee members addressed each of the Standards and gave 

examples of situations and scenarios that could result in an ethics violation.  

 Following the completion of the workshop, members signed the Code of Ethics Member 

Acknowledgement form as required by the national bylaws.  I am pleased to report that ALL active 

members of the Wichita Chapter of the Links, Inc. have signed the acknowledgement form and that we 

have received NO ethical complaints.  

Organizational Effectiveness Committee 

Link Cokie Diggs, Chair 

It has been my pleasure to serve as the Organizational Effectiveness Chair, along with committee 

members: Links Rrachelle Breckenridge, Joy Barnes, Tiffinie Irving, Jennifer Jones, Doris Rose-Ross, 

and Claudette Harrison.   

This is the first time in the history of The Wichita Chapter of Links, Inc., that this committee has been 

operational.  Unfortunately, I am told by the Area Chair of OE, that many times OE is seen as punitive 

when, in fact, it was established to create the kinds of friendships and service The Links, Inc., was 

founded on.  The goal is to enhance the organization’s routine and daily operations by working together in 

harmony while providing programs and service to our respective communities.   Each of us share in the 

responsibility of executing flawless organizational effectiveness. 

The organizations culture is made up of the common attributes, beliefs, customs and written and 

unwritten rules about how the organizations members behave toward each other.  Every member plays a 

different part in creating an organizations culture which strongly influences how effectively people work 

together.  Again, everyone shares responsibility for our organizational effectiveness. 

It was the goal of the OE Committee to conduct sessions that would bring awareness of our behavior and 

improve in the design and delivery of strong transformational programs, while at the same time 

developing and enhancing friendships.   

OE sessions included: What is OE and a chapter assessment; Common Courtesies/Behavior 

Modification; Intellectual Intelligence vs. Emotional Intelligence and Team Effectiveness, which included 

commitment, communications, chapter culture, collaboration and conflict resolution.   

In summary, Organizational Effectiveness positions us to be more effective in serving our communities 

when we work with people we care about, develop and respect working relationships and value 

differences. 

Every Link meeting, we recite the pledge “I do solemnly pledge myself to all ideals, purposes, and true 

meaning of the word ‘friendship’ as embodied in the name Links”.   

We should remember those words and conduct ourselves accordingly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Technology Committee 
Link Crystal Johnson Turner, Chair 

 
Goal One: New Website 

� Updated 
� Members Only section 
� Attractive and interactive 

Goal Two: Beautillion GroupMe Communication 
Goal Three: Chapter GroupMe Communication 
 
Accomplishments for 2018-2019 Program Year: 
New Website 
The Wichita Chapter of The Links, Incorporated website was launched with the naming convention from 
The Links, Incorporated: www.wichitalinks.org.  The new site is user-friendly and has our history, welcome, 
facets, and showcases chapter events. There is a password-protected, Members Only section for reports 
and documents. Combined the reports when possible into one document for ease of use and viewing. 
Provided a section for monthly summary of Link Terri’s Monday Minutes for downloading for viewing starting 
January. Updates for the look and feel are ongoing. 

 

Beautillion GroupMe Communication 
The Wichita Chapter of The Links, Incorporated continued to provide real-time communication with 
GroupMe for the Beautillion Family including scholarship opportunities, events, rehearsal updates and 
cancellations. New to the process this year was posting a video of the introduction for those unable to 
attend the rehearsal as a tool. GroupMe is amazing!!! 
 
Chapter GroupMe Communication 
With Link Terri’s leadership, we launched GroupMe for the Chapter. We updated security settings for ease 
of use.  
 
Most Significant Accomplishment:  
The website is the most significant accomplishment. It launched in October after Executive Committee 
request for a Chapter website. There were 5 home page refreshes for 2018-2019. 
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